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RFO  LETTER 

Radio  Farm  Directors  ^ 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


February  7,  I958 
Letter  No.  807 


Chief  Beaty  is  out  of  town  today,  doing  some  person-to-person  communication 
vork.  He  passed  on  to  us  some  of  the  news  from  the  field,  he  thought  you  might 
be  interested  in;  and  asked  us  to  fill  you  in  on  recent  developments  here. 

Acreage  Reserve  Sign-Up  Progress  Report 

Through  the  third  week  for  the  Acreage  Reserve  signup  for  spring-planted 
crops,  farmers  had  offered  to  put  over  7  million  'allotment'  acres  of  upland 
cotton,  spring  wheat,  corn,  rice  aiid  flue-cured  and  Maryland  tobaccos  in  the 
'58  Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve.    That  signup  opened  Jan.  13  and  will  close 
Feb,  20  for  corn,  cotton,  and  spring  wheat,  and  March  7  for  tobacco  and  rice. 
Only  farms  with  acreage  allotments  for  these  crops  are  eligible  to  take  part  in 
the  program. 

Conservation  Reserve  Funds  Allocated  to  States 

Under  the  long-range  Conservation  Reserve  program  of  the  Soil  Bank,  the 
Department  this  week  allocated  to  the  States  the  funds  to  pay  farmers.  The 
allocations  announced,  and  a  special  reserve  for  later  allocation,  are  within 
the  $325  million  limit  set  in  the  law.    Under  this  program,  farmers  may  sign 
contracts  to  divert  general  cropland  from  the  production  of  crops  to  uses 
that  conserve  soil  and  water,  to  tree  planting,  and  to  wildlife  protection. 
They  can  sign  contracts  for  3,  5,  or  10  years.    Those  who  sign  5  and  10-year 
contracts  can  get  payments  up  to  80  percent  of  the  cost  of  establishing  a 
conservation  practice. 

Upland  Cotton  Price  Support  Announced 

This  afternoon  the  Department  announced  the  price  support  for  the  I958- 
crop  of  upland  cotton.    In  a  referendum  Dec.  10,  over  nine- tenths  of  the 
cotton  growers  voting  favored  marketing  quotas.    Under  the  law,  such  action 
provides  for  price  support  at  a  minimum  level  which  varies  with  the  available 
supply  of  cotton  and  the  parity  price.    The  support  price  announced  today  on 
upland  cotton  is  30.75  cents  per  pound  for  Middling  7/8  inch  cotton.  This 
reflects  support  at  8I  percent  of  parity. 

(For  Release  Feb.  10  p.m.) 

More  Accurate,  Speedier  Record-Keeping  is  expected  to  result  from  a  major 
change  in  handling  services  connected  with  price  support  loan  programs  for 
grains  and  cotton,  USDA  has  just  announced. 
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Style  Shov  \inder  Northern  Lights 

Franlc  Teuton,  ARS,  is  nov  on  his  vay  to  Alaska.    Ifnile  there  he'll  put  on 
his  USDA  research  show  on  KINT-TV,  Juneau,  Mon.  Feb.  I7.    He'll  show  some  of 
the  new  foods,  feeds  and  fibers  developed  by  our  fo\ir  regional  nev7  uses  labs. 
Alaskan  girls  will  model  the  21  garments  of  wool,  cotton,  and  ramie.    On  the 
22nd  he'll  demonstrate  at  Fairbanlcs^  26th  at  Anchorage  before  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce j  and  March  1  at  the  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  at  Palmer.  On 
the  way,  he  showed  at  Spokane  and  Seattle,  Washington,  and  Portland,  Ore., 
with  a  stop  off  at  Purdue  U.  Lafayette,  Ind.  on  his  way  back.    Bring  us  back  a 

dog  team,  Frank  The  new  WGN,  Chicago,  "Milking  Time"  5:30  a.m.  started 

this  week  mth  Norm  Kraeft's  assistant  Joe  Gregory  as  host.  .  .  .N.  Dak.  Ext. 
Ed.  Dave  Eateman  holds  his  1+th  annual  TV  Agricultural  Short  Course  (5  days  at 
1  p.m.)  on  KXJB-TV,  Fargo- Valley  City:  KCJB,  Minot;  1<3\JK-1Y,  Bismarck;  and 
KDIX-TV  Dickinson;  week  starting  Feb.  I7.    Minneapolis  Grain  Exchange  picks 
up  the  ^^1650  tab. 

USDA  Covers  Waterfront  for  Farmers 

Plant  quarantine  inspectors  of  USDA  literally  cover  the  waterfront  to 
try  to  keep  out  dangerous  crop  pests.     "Agricultiiral  Research"  for  February 
reports  the  Department  has  a  Plant  Quarantine  Training  Center  close  to  the 
waterfront  in  lower  Manhattan,  New  York.    There  students  with  basic  college 
training  in  biological  sciences  are  enrolled  in  a  six  months  course,  three 
months  in  lectures  and  class-room  work,  including  microscope  identification 
of  pests.    Then  they  get  first  supervised  experience  inspecting  cargo  and 
baggage  from  newly  arrived  ships.    At  Idlevrild  Aiiport  the  trainees  learn  to 
adapt  ship  inspection  methods  to  airborne  traffic.    A  new  class  starts  every 
three  months,  and  the  Center  operates  all  year  round. 

"Cross-Country"  Now  in  Orbit 

Fred  Niles  Productions  'Cross-Country'  weekly  network  farm  television 
program  went  on  the  air  January  27  sponsored  on  39  stations.    This  is  the  first 
TV  farm  newsreel  to  embark  on  such  a  scale.    We've  been  cooperating  irLth 
"Cross-Comitry"  in  gathering  information  materials  from  the  Department.  Secre- 
tary Benson^  Under  Secretary  Morse,  various  USDA  agency  heads,  including  our 
own  Director,  Lyle  Webster,  have  all  been  interviewed  on  film  for  the  program. 
Washington  production  for  "Cross-Coimtry"  is  being  handled  by  C.  Dana  Bennett. 
Tex  Barron^  formerly  of  the  American  Fann  Bureau  Federation,  is  the  executive 
producer,  headquartering  in  Chicago.    Other  farm  broadcasters  on  the  staff 
include  such  old-time  broadcasters  as  Lloyd  Burlingham  and  Bill  Mason,  alumni 
of  WLS,  Chicago.    Several  TKPDs  are  acting  as  regional  ecUtors:    Dick  Passage, 
KHIA,  Yakima,  Wash.,  Mai  Hansen,  WOIf-TV,  Omaha;  Lee  Kline,  \JEO,  Des  Moines; 
Derek  Rooke,  WMCT,  Memphis;  and  Conway  Robinson,  I'JBAL-TV,  Baltimore.  Good 
luck,  "Cross-Coimtry" .'    If  we  load  a  horse-shoe"  of  orchids  we'd  give  it  to  you. 

Research  Advisers  Make  Recommenfetions 

USDA's  Oilseeds  and  Peanut  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee 
made  a  preliminary  report  on  its  annual  recommendations  this  week.  Members 
called  for  expanded  research  to  find  new  industrial  uses  for  soybean,  linseed, 
and  saf flower  oils.    They  suggested  they  aim  to  learn  how  these  products  can 
be  made  into  valuable  coating  materials  and  ingredients  of  plastics  and 
adhesives.    In  production,  they  virged  more  work  on  plant  nutrition  to  seek 
ways  to  breed  plants  to  use  fertilizer  more  efficientlj'".    The  Food  Distribution 
Committee  urged  a  broad  program  of  research  to  improve  wholesale  and  retail 
distribution  of  food.    They  suggested  instruments  and  chemical  methods  to  judge 
market  quality  to  help  do  away  with  errors  due  to  human  guessv/ork  about  quality. 
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Broadcast  Day  Fann-o«rama  Delay 

Alvin  Bauer,  Mgr.  KBZY,  Salem,  Ore.,  reports  their  big  farm-o-rama 
combination  saturation  radio  promotion  for  farm  families  and  actual  for-the- 
farmer  shov  of  new  equipment  and  new  products  at  the  Oregon  State  Fairgrounds; 
originally  scheduled  for  Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  Feb.  1,  will  now  be  held 
Feb,  15.    Reason:    participating  implement  dealers  will  have  a  better  display 
on  the  15th.  .  ,  .KBZY  is  doing  I05  minutes  per  day  of  farm  prograinming,  morning 
and  noon.    Mgr.  Bauer  says  they  have  found  they  can  still  keep  farmers  on  the 
program  by  better  use  of  telephone  beeper  and  by  arranging  for  farmers  to  stop 
at  their  station  which  is  convenient  to  downtoxm  Salem. 

TV  Insect  Identification  Station 

Ted  Hutchcroft  of  our  staff,  reports  Benny  Carle,  TORC-TV,  Birmingham, 
and  his  "Alabama  USA"  successfully  building  an  urban  as  well  as  rural  audience. 
Benny  invites  letters  about  agricultural  problems  -  especially  about  insect 
pests.    One  featiire  is  to  have  viewers  submit  a  captured  insect  under  a  piece  of 
cellophane  tape.    These  pests  are  forwarded  to  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture,  where  they  are  identified  and  a  control  suggested.    The  control 
information  is  sent  to  the  questioner  in  a  personal  letter  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture.    Carbon  copies  of  these  letters  are  sent  to  the  station,  so  the 
information  can  be  presented  to  other  viewers  with  a  similar  problem. 

Creativity  Visual  Workshop  Rated  High 

The  overall  theme  for  the  USDA  Visual  Workshop  in  19^9  vill  be  "Visuals 
for  the  Audience  Eye".    J.  K.  (Mac)  McClarren,  ass't  director  in  charge  of 
visual  information,  reports  that  a  scoring  of  the  evaluations  of  the  "Creativity" 
Workshop  last  week  shows  the  content  was  highly  acceptable  -  scoring  was  good 
to  excellent.    This  year's  V/orkshop  featured  general  sessions  in  the  mornings, 
with  administrative  seminars,  which  ran  concurrently  with  the  five  media  work- 
shop sessions  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  afternoons.     "Listening  posts" 
appointed  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  turned  in  reports  of  comments  and 
reactions  of  workshoppers  heard  at  random.    Media  sessions  were  each  evaluated 
one  day  by  questionnaire,  and  overall  workshop  reaction  was  polled  in  the 
Thursday  morning  general  session.    The  balance  between  seminars  and  workshops 
was  considered  good.    The  overall  opinion  was  that  the  content  of  this  Visual 
Workshop  was  practical  and  usable.    Herbert  Albrecht,  dir.  of  Ext,  from  U.  of 
Pa.,  who  appeared  on  the  program  Thursday,  voiced  the  need  felt  in  Extension  of 
creating  a  balance  between  written  and  visual  communications.    Copies  of  his 
remarks  will  be  available  in  the  near  future. 

Warning  Against  Ladino  Clover  Losses 

Scientists  at  our  Beltsville  Research  Center  find  that  virus  infections 
can  cut  forage  yields  of  Ladino  white  clover  by  23  to  55  percent,  and  cause 
devastating  losses  in  seed  production.    Chief  viruses  involved  are  alfalfa 
mosaic  and  bean-yellow  mosaic.    These  findings  have  stimulated  a  search  for 
resistant  varieties  of  Ladino  clover.    Until  such  varieties  become  available, 
the  specialists  advise  growers  to  avoid  planting  Ladino  near  fields  of  alfalfa, 
red  clover,  and  other  legumes.    The  destructive  virus  diseases  may  be  carried 
from  field  to  field  by  aphids  and  other  insects.  .  .  .Department  plant  breeders 
think  they  may  have  some  good  material  for  developing  better  heat,  drought, 
and  disease  resistance  grasses  in  this  country.    They  found  50O  plants  gathered 
over  a  2,500  mile  stretch  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa,    It  will  take  ten  years 
to  observe,  multiply  and  graze  test  these  new  grasses  here. 
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Of  Mikes  and  Men 


Our  first  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  visual  received  shows  Mayor  de  Lesseps 
S.  Morrison  of  New  Orleans  presenting  George  Shannon,  \J\ILj  \n.th  an  Outstanding 
Citizens  Award.    The  Mayor  also  declared  George  the  goodiTill  ambassador  who 
does  more  for  the  Crescent  City  farm-city  relations  than  any  other  citizen 
the  year  ro\ind.  .  .Bob  Buice,  KARIC,  Little  Rock,  reports  that  on  his  Friday 
farm  program  he  has  featured  Mrs.  Mescal  Johnston,  Ext.  Food  Mkt.  Specialist, 
for  U.  of  Ark.  for  the  past  two  years. .Mete or a,  that  animated  goddess  of 
Weather,  is  unchained  on  IffiC  network  Ifed.  Feb.  12  at  9  p.m.  EST.    She's  in 
the  Science  Series  and  really  shows  how  the  weather  gets  this  way.  U.S. 
Weather  Binreau  cooperated  in  it.  .  ,  .Jim  Veeder,  Cornell  Ext.  TV,  reports 
their  "Paiiiy  Line"  show  Monday  thru  Fri.  9:10-9:20  a.m.  on  WHEN-TV,  Syracuse, 
N.  Y. ,  has  a  telepulse  rating  indicating  an  audience  of  over  100,000  viewers 
in  the  Syracuse  area. 

Talks  Ilo\r  Ready  for  Your  Tapes 


5A28       Wise  Food  Shopping"-  Practical  ways  to  save  money  at  the  food  store, 
suggested  by  Dr.  Eloise  Cofer,  ARS  food  economist.    TH-ffi:  1:25 

13Q28      "Time  to  Buy  Seed"  -  Tom  Kuzell^a,  head  of  seed  statistics  MS,  comments 
"on  grass  and  legime  seed  supplies  and  prices,  and  on  points  to  keep 
in  mind  when  buying  seed.  TIME:  l:k^ 

1^028       "Wildlife  Resoin'ces  and  the  Conservation  Reserve"  -  Joe  Penfold, 

Conservation  Director  of  Isaac  Walton  League  of  America  and  Larry 
Manwaring,  Deputy  Adm'r  for  CSS,  dLscuss  \n.ldlife  features  of 
Conservation  Reserve.    Jack  Towers,  RciTV,  em-cees  the  story. 

TIME:  h:28 


Network  Offerings  for  V/eek  Feb.  10- 1^ 

"Pou-ltry  Fact  Finding  Conference  -  Kansas  City"  on  National  Farm  and 
Home  llovT  noon  Sat.  February  15,  coast-to- coast  on  NBC  network. 

"Seeds"  with  l.alter  Davidson,  Adm'r  of  Federal  Seed  Act  and  Hollis  Seavey, 
discuss  the  Seed  Act  protection  to  farmers  and  some  nevr  seed  that  show 
possibilities  -  on  Clear  Channel  stations,  weekend  of  February  15. 

"Wildlife  and  the  Conservation  Re serve "with  Joe  Penfold,  Isaac  Walton 
League,  and  Larry  Ifejawaring. 

"IJhat  We  Eat"  No.  ?.    Dr.  Eloise  Cofer,  food  economist,  tells  how  to  keep 
within  budget.     On  "American  Farmer"  over  ABN,  Sat.  12:30  to  12:55,  Feb.  I5. 

"Washington  Farm  Report"  with  Richard  Harkness  on  I^IBC,  Mon.  thru  Fri. 
evenings.    Consult  local  listings. 

"CBS  Farm  News  vrith  Claude  I/Iahoney"  Sat.  a.m.  9:30  to  9:^5  Feb.  I5. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Feb.  13:     "Estimating  I958  Farm  Production." 


C .  A.  Herndon 
Radio  c;  Television  Service 


RFO  UTTER 


Radio  Farm  Directors  W'^ 

from 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

February  1^,  1958 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  8o8 

This  veek  ve  sent  you  Facts  About  Farm  Population.'  As-  you  Rnov,  Tarm 
population  has  been  going  dovn  for  years.    This  release  gives  the  figure's  on 
the  changes.    We  think  you  will  find  it  interesting  and  useful. 

Rise  in  Level  of  Farm  Living 

Judging  by  television,  home  freezers,  and  running  vater  -  by  automobiles, 
telephones,  and  electricity,  farmer  family  living  has  improved  considerably  in 
the  past  fevr  years,  in  every  geographical  region  of  the  country.    From  195^  "to 
1956  fann  families  reporting  ownership  of  television  rose  from  3*^  to  53  percent. 
Home  freezer  ownership  went  up  from  32  to  39  percent.    Running  water  advanced 
from  59  to  6h  percent.    The  comparable  figures  for  automobiles  were  from  71  to 
7^  percent;  for  telephones  from  kj  to  53  percent;  and  for  electricity  from  93 
to  9^  percent. 

VJhat  of  Future  of  Contract  Farming? 

Speaking  of  people  and  farm  changes,  our  economists  find  the  expansion  of 
contract  farming  one  of  the  most  significant  developments  now  taking  place  in 
agriculture.    They  think  it  will  continue-    How  far  it  will  go  and  what  effects 
on  farm  income  and  the  welfare  of  farm  people  it  -vn-ll  have  -    remain  to  be  seen. 
For  a  long  time,  contracting  has  been  common  in  the  production  of  eggs  for 
hatcheries,  vegetables  for  canning  or  freezing,  sugar  beets,  and  in  recent 
years  contract  farming  has  become  the  dominant  way  of  operating  broiler 
production.    Our  economists  say,  so  far,  contract  farming  has  not  altered  the 
traditional  dependence  of  U.S.  farms  on  family  labor.    This  will  probably  con- 
tinue to  be  the  case.    But  they  thinli  that  in  some  instances,  the  contracting 
farmer  may  become  essentially  a  piece-rate  wage  worker.     If  that  happens,  they 
figiire  along  with  it,  contract  farmers  would  more  and  more  try  to  organize 
themselves  into  bargaining  associations. 

Rural  Development  and  Defense  Industry 

Hill  the  overwhelming  shift  of  families  to  industrial  centers  and  city 
life  make  us  lose  some  of  the  stability,  strength,  and  character  we  had  as  a 
nation  of  farmers?    Harry  Reed,  coordinator  for  the  Rural  Development  Program, 
suggested  that  possibility,  in  talking  to  the  Northwest  Farm  Forum  in  Spokane 
this  week.    He  said  one  of  the  principal  objectives  of  the  RDP  was  to  keep  more 
people  on  farms,  in  open  country,  by  dispersing  industry  and  more  jobs  within 
reach  of  farm  families.     He  further  declared  that  in  this  rocket  age,  our  national 
safety  demands  dispersal  of  industrial  establishments  throughout  the  country 
where  labor  is  available. 
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Reports  from  Farm  Broadcasting  Day 

Ue  see  in  the  veekly  Market  Bulletin  of  the  Georgia  State  Eepartment  of 
Agriculture  the  Proclamation  of  Fam  Broadcasting  Day  by  Gov.  Marvin  Griffin. 
.  .  .Ifilbur  Levering,  VJIBU^  Topeka^  reports  Gov.  George  Docking  of  Kansas 
issued  a  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  proclamation.    ITilhur's  station  used  statements 
by  the  Gov.;  Pres.  of  Kansas  State,  Dir.  of  Ext.;  Sec 'y  of  Kansas  Livestock 
Ass'n._,  etc.   .  .  .Irv  Duddleson,  KRXK,  Rexburg,  Idaho,  says  their  Farm  Broad- 
Casting  Days,  tvo  of  'em,  had  8^  different  program  segments  directed  at  their 
90^.;  farmer  audience.    Most  of  these  segments  were  5  min.  long.    They  included 
Senator  Frank  Church,  Congressman  Hamer  Budge,  Dean  ICruase,  College  of  Ag., 
22  farmers  and  ranchers,  USDA,  Farm  Bureau,  Grange  and  County  officials.  Irv 
says  theirs  is  the  only  station  on  the  air  in  that  part  of  the  country  2k 
hrs.  a  day,  with  a  comprehensive,  continual  program  of  farm  type  shows.  . 
Tom  Eden,  Ala.  Ed.  TV  network,  who  is  on  daily  with  his  "Alabama  Farm  Facts" 
says  they  did  best  to  promote  farm  broadcaster  by  giving  him  a  plug  as  often 
as  possible  whenever  they  gave  promotion  between  programs.    These  spots  were 
given  all  during  week  of  Jan.  27.   .   .   .Harry  Andrews,  VJIBC,  Indianapolis,  had 
a  proclamation  by  the  Gov.  and  interview  ^-rith  the  Gov.  of  Indiana  on  the  air, 
and  he  and  the  Gov.  together  in  a  picture  in  the  paper.    They  interspersed 
Farm  Broadcasting  Day  spot  announcements  all  over  the  dial.      (To  be  continued. ) 

Self -Analysis  for  Rural  Development 

The  Rural  Development  Council  of  Cumberland  County,  Va. ,  made  up  of  farming, 
business  and  civic  leaders,  started  out  to  survey  the  county  and  find  out  the 
resources  its  people  had  and  what  they  needed.    They've  come  up  with  a  report 
that  epitomizes  in  some  ways  what  the  Rural  Development  Program  is  all  about. 
They  foxind  that  nearly  a  third  of  the  Comty  is  made  up  of  some  mineral 
resources  and  lots  of  timber.    They  located  twenty-three  good  industrial  sites 
available  in  the  County,  while  within  a  5OO  mile  radius  of  the  County  Seat  are 
all  the  chief  industrial  markets  in  the  East.    They  found  that  more  than  half 
the  23CO  man  labor  force  in  the  County  now  commutes  long  distances  to  work  at 
non-farm  jobs.    Now  they  'knoxr  the  elements  of  their  problem,  they're  prepared 
to  take  the  next  step  toward  solving  it. 

Annual  Inventory  of  Livestock  in  U.S. 

As  of  the  first  of  this  year,  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  reports  its  annual 
inventory  of  livestock  and  poultry  combined  showed  a  decline  of  1  percent  from 
the  beginning  of  '57«     Sheep  were  the  only  species  of  livestock  which  increased 
last  year  -  they  were  up  2  percent.     Cattle  nxjonbers  were  down  1  percent:  hogs 
do^-m  only  a  little;  horses  and  mules  down  6  percent;  chickens  down  5  percent, 
and  turkeys  6  percent.    Famers  reported  9  percent  more  feed  grains  and  concen- 
trates than  the  year  before.     Per  animal  feed  grain  supplies  x/ere  the  highest 
on  record.    January  1  hay  and  roughage  stocks  were  by  far  the  largest  per 
roughage  eating  animal. 

Other  Developments  During  Week 

The  Department  announced  that  in  spite  of  the  decline  in  exports  the  second 
half  of  the  year,  U.S.  agriciiltural  exports  climbed  to  an  all  time  calendar  year 
high  of  $^i-.5  billion  in  '57-  •  .Researchers  reported  a  new,  less  expensive  way 
for  commercial  jelly  makers  to  use  fruit- juice  concentrates  rather  than  single 
strength  juice  for  jelly.  .  .  .USDA  annoionced  a  reseal  program  for  keeping  '57 
crop  corn,  barley,  oats  and  wheat  in  certain  areas  in  farm  storage  under  reseal. 
Farmers  will  earn  storage  payments  for  the  period  of  reseal. 
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Migrant  Birds — Spring  is  On  the  Way 


If  he's  on  schedule,  this  veekend  finds  Jay  Gould,,  WOVfO,  Fort  Wayne,  in 
Argentina  with  a  flock  of  his  farmer  listeners  on  one  of  his  South  American 
farm  study  tours. ..  .That  old  bird  watcher  and  nomad,  Claude  J'lahoney,  CPS, 
Washington,  is  dusting  off  his  passport  for  a  tour  of  Russia,  Poland  and 
Czechoslovakia  in  August.    Claude  hopes  to  meet  seme  of  the  Russian  agricul- 
turalists he  went  aromd  the  U.S.  ■^■n.th  in  1955«     He'll  head  a  group  cf  U.S. 

farmers,  and  they'll  concentrate  on  agric\ilt\ara].  things  Charles  Moses, 

dir.  gen.  of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission,  stopped  in  today  to  talk 
agricultural  TV.    His  farm  chief,  John  Douglass,  well  knotm  in  farm  "broad- 
casting circles  here,  will  he  over  for  the  spring  NATRFD  meet  in  Denver. 

Broader  Ease  for  Egg  Prices 

Marketing  researchers  of  the  Department  question  the  wisdom  of  using  New 
York  egg  quotations  in  setting  prices  in  other  cities  and  distant  egg  producing 
areas.    They  find  more  and  more  eggs  by-pass  the  wholesale  market  and  move 
directly  from  coiantry  assemblers  to  retail  outlets.    The  influence  of  New  York 
egg  quotations  on  egg  prices  throughout  the  U.S.  continues  to  go  down.  In 
the  report  of  their  study,  which  is  one  of  a  series  on  egg  pricing  practices, 
they  suggest  a  broader  base  for  trading  and  more  market  information.  They 
suggest  market  news  services  include  prices  at  country  points,  prices  to  re- 
tailers, movements  of  eggs  from  farms  into  trade  channels,  and  movements  of 
eggs  through  retail  outlets  in  large  cities. 

Vegetables  Adaptable  to  Machine  Handling 

One  of  the  reccirmendations  of  the  recent  annual  meeting  here  of  USDA's 
Vegetable  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee  was  for  breeding  vegetable 
varieties  adaptable  to  machine  production  and  handling.    Also  for  varieties 
for  tetter  qualities  for  processing  and  use„    The  Committee  members  mentioned 
particul-arly  developing  disease-and- insect  resistant  varieties  of  sweetpotatoes, 
carrots,  beans  and  peas,  lettuce,  cabbage,  spinach,  tomatoes,  and  rauskm,elons. 
They  pointed  out  that  pesticides  left  in  or  on  vegetables  is  still  a  serious 
obstacle  to  the  best  use  of  chemicals  in  protecting  crops  from  insect  attack. 

Potato  Planting  Guides  for  '38 

This  year  USDA's  potato  acreage-marketing  guides  call  for  a  reduction  of 
6  percent  in  total  acreage  of  summer  and  fall  potatoes  compared  with  what 
farmers  planted  last  year.    This  guide  varies  by  States  or  areas  from  85  to 
100  percent  of  the   '57  planted  acreage.    An  individual  potato  grower  almost 
certainly  lmo\7S  the  acreage  he  planted  to  potatoes  on  his  farm  last  year,  so 
he  can  adjust  his  own  acreage  according  to  that  of  his  State.     If  the  guides 
recommend  a  decrease  of  5  percent  in  his  State,  all  potato  growers  should  reduce 
their  planting  that  much.     Under  average  conditions,  production  from  the  guide 
acreages  woTild  provide  enough  potatoes  for  usual  market  needs  under  expected 
demand  conditions.    This  acreage-marketing  guides  program  for  potatoes  is  directed 
toward  balancing  the  supply  with  market  needs.     UGDA  tries  to  estimate  the 
acreage  needed,  with  average  yields,  to  supply  the  potatoes  likely  to  be  re- 
quired to  m.eet  market  need  for  the  coming  season.    The  Depai-hment  Issues  this 
infonnation  far  enough  ahead  for  the  grower  to  consider  the  facts  and  develop 
his  pJ.ans  for  the  season.    Given  the  best  information  possible,  the  grower  will 
be  in  a  bethei-  ^josition  to  make  int«=n ifi;ent  decisions  for  his  and  his  Industry's 
best  interest.     Complyjng  with  t.be  guides  is  volimtaay  id-th  the  growers. 


-  1^ . 


MTKFD  Spring  Meet  Tates  at  Denver:    Host  Chuck  Mu.ller,  KOA;,  Denver,  advises  us 
those  dates  are  Jiine  30  and  July  1  and  2.     Since  Jujae  30  comes  on  Monday he 
suggests  you  arrive  sometime  Sunday  afternoon,  June  29.    Hq:  Cosmopolitan 
Hotel.    Further  details  later. 

Met  Offerings  for  Week  Feb,  17-22 

National  FFA  Week  and  the  annual  meeting  National  Association  of  Soil 
Conservation  Districts  mil  feature  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  the 
NBC  Network,  Sat.  Feh.  22    12  to  12:30  EST. 

Seed  Story    with  Walt  Davidson,  Adm'r  of  Federal  Seed  Act,  held  over  from 
this  week,  will  go  on  Clear  Channel  stations  during  Feh.  22  weekend. 

Contract  Farming  vdLth  Dr.  Orlin  Scoville.     Also  Re -Cap  on  What  We  Eat,  on 
American  Farmer  program  over  ABNetwork  stations.  Sat.  Feh.  22.  12:30  to  12:55 
p.m.  EST. 

Potato  Acreage-Marketing  Guides  for  195^  shown  in  USDA  TV  Package  for 
mailing  FelD.  20. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Malioney  Gat.  9:30  to  9:i^5  a.m.  Feb.  22.     See  Page 
3  for  what  Claude  is  planning  for  next  August. 

Washington  Farm  Report  with  Richard  Harkness  Mon.  thru  Fri.  evenings.  See 
local  listings. 

New  Recordings  Ready  for  Your  Tape 

15Q28    "Florida  Freeze  Damage"  -  Dr.  Ben  Puhols  tells  what  this  ^d-ll  mean  in 


16Q28    "Research  on  the  Move"  -  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  tells  of  projects  that  show 


6A28    "Contract  Farming"  -  Jack  Towers,  RC^TV,  and  Orlin  Scoville,  ARS,  talk 
about  advantages  and  disadvantages  in  predicted  expansion.  TIME:  3:58 

Another  Farm  TV  Newsreel  in  Orbit 

"Farm  Newsreel"  made  its  debut  sponsored  on  62  TV  stations  this  week,  as  the 
initial  farm  effort  of  Hearst-INS  "Telenews".     A  15-min.  weekly  fast-moving 
newsreel.    The  first  issue  includes:     footage  of  an  award  to  Dr.  Sterling 
Hendricks,  ARS,  some  Beltsville  scenes;  Ft.  Worth  Stock  Show;  Mich.  St.  Univ.; 
Venezuelan  cattle  roundup;  and  the  f armer-of-the-week,  this  time  an  lowan. 
Martin  "Andy"  Andrews,  who  produces  the  series,  spent  a  week  at  the  Department 
recently.     Congratxolations  Andy,  and  your  associates  on  this  fine  start.   .   .  . 
Thus,  in  two  weeks,  two  weekly  farm  TV  newsreels  are  now  blossoming  where  none 
grew  before.     (See  last  week's  Letter).    We  delight  in  these  great  new  avenues 
of  useful  agricultural  inf orm.ation,  engagingly  presented-    We  hope  the  two 
services  will  thrive  on  competition  and  an  enthusiastic  viewership. 


suT)plies  and  prices. 


TIME:  2:39 


promise. 


TIME:  2:17 


RFO  L£TT£ 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


February  21,  19 5G 
Letter  No.  809 


The  more  efficient  this  coxjntry  becomes  in  producing^  processing,  and 
marketing  meat^  the  longer  we  can  continue  as  a  meat-eating  people.     In  a  talli 
this  veek  before  the  Western  States  Meat  Packers  Association  at  San  FranciscO;, 
Dr.  M.  R.  Clarkson,  Deputy  Administrator  of  ARS,  called  for  more  efficiency 
by  fighting  diseases  and  pests  of  livestock.    He  estimated  cattle,  sheep  and 
hog  losses  caused  by  diseases  and  insect  pests  amount  to  nearly  tvo  billion 
dollars  a  year.    1/hat's  more,  that  means  20  percent  of  our  m.eat  supply  is 
sacrificed  to  those  destroyers.    He  said  ve  are  making  progress;  in  some  other 
coimtries,  the  loss  is  not  one  out  of  five  meat  animals,  but  one  out  of  four, 
or  even  one  out  of  two.    Even  so,  we  must  aim  to  make  even  more  progress,  if  ' 
we  are  to  continue  to  spare  land  for  livestock.    Some  people  say  that  our 
population  is  increasing  so  fast,  that  in  50  or  100  years,  steaks  and  chops 
may  become  only  a  memory.    !Je  won't  be  able  to  spare  land  for  gro\rLng  livestock. 
Ife'll  have  to  crop  all  arable  land  intensively.    As  Dr.  Clarkson  sees  it,  the 
best  way  to  postpone  that  gloomy  prospect,  is  to  save  more  of  our  potential 
m.eat  supply  by  fighting  diseases  and  pests. 

Price  Supports  for  Variety  of  Crops 

See  your  ASC  county  offices  in  the  near  future  for  details  of  the  price 
support  programs  announced  on  several  crops  here  today.    They  include  oilseeds, 
feed  grains,  dry  beans,  and  honey.    Among  the  oilseeds,  soybeans  are  to  be 
supported  at  a  national  average  price  of  $2.09  per  bushel,  which  is  70  percent 
of  parity,  as  last  year.    As  in  the  past,  price  support  of  '58  crop  soybeans 
will  be  carried  out  through  farm-and  warehouse- stored  loans  and  through 
purchase  agreements.    Flaxseed  grading  No.  1  will  be  supported  at  an  average 
price  of  i}2.jQ,  65  percent  of  the  Feb.    '58  parity.    Cotton  seed  on  a  basis  to 
reflect  about  65  percent  of  its  Feb.   '58  parity  price.  .  .The  support  price 
for  dry  beans  has  just  been  announced  to  be  $S.l8  per  c\rt  -  with  the  same 
classes  of  beans  supported  as  last  year,  and  the  support  at  the  same  percentage 
of  parity  of  this  year's  parity  as  \r&s  applied  to  parity  of  last  year.  .  .The 
program  for  1958-crop  honey  is  also  substantially  the  same  as  the  one  in  effect 
last  year.    Support  is  at  TO  percent  of  Feb.   '58  parity.  .  .  .On  feed  crops, 
the  Department  announced  that  price  supports  for  '58-crop  oats,  barley,  rye, 
and  grain  sorghums  will  be  at  levels  reflecting  70  percent  of  Feb.  parity  as 
previously  announced. 

Search  Low- Life  Feeders  for  Facts  on  Man:    Pecause  all  living  organisms  have  so 
much  in  common  that  new  understanding  of  one  generally  leads  to  new  understanding 
of  another,  USDA  has  set  up  a  team  of  basic  researchers  to  investigate  the 
feeding  and  vitamin  effects  on  bacteria,  algae,  yeasts,  and  moulds. 
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"^-H  Salute  to  Parents" 

This  year  National  h-E  Club  IJeek,  March  1-8,  vill  have  for  its  theme 
"k~E  Salute  to  Parents"  .   .  .   .Bevey  Compton,  KTRH,  Houston^  is  starting  a  nev 
early  morning  television  farm  market  sho\r.  .  .  .  Harvey  DinMns,  USJS,  Uinston- 
Salem,  has  been  named  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Advisory  Committee, 
Farmers  Home  Adm'r.  .  .  .  North  Carolina  State  College's  6th  Farm  Press,  Radio, 
and  TV  Institute  is  on  at  Raleigh  Feb.  28-March  1.    Conducted  by  the  information 
div, ,  of  the  School  of  Ag. ,  it  is  sponsored  by  N.C.  Press  Ass'n.,  Ag.  Comm., 
N.C.  Ass'n  of  Broadcasters,  N.C.  Farm  Writers,  and  Div.  of  Coll.  Ext.  N.C. 
State  College.   .  .  .  The  National  \Tater  Resources  Institute  meets  at  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  March  11-12-13-    Water  as  the  key  to  America's  futujre,  our  water  resources, 
and  how  we  can  conserve  them  i-rLll  be  discussed.    Don  Williams,  Adm'r  SCS,  is  one 
of  the  speakers  the  first  day. 

Reports  on  Farm  Broadcasting  Day 

Bruce  Davie s  summarizes  WIS,  Chicago's  Farm  Broadcasting  Activities:  Two 
special  farm  shows  featured  15  station  brealc  salutes  on  Fri.  and  Sat.;  a  special 
tribute  in  a  remote  of  WIS  National  Earn  Dance,  plus  other  promotional  mentions 
in  newscast  and  weather  shows.    The  following  Mon.  Bruce  spoke  to  about  500 
farmers  at  Utica,  111.  on  "The  Human  Side  of  Farm  Radio"  .  .  .  .Loyd  Evans, 
MvTO,  Springfield,  Mo.,  reports  they  followed  same  format  as  last  year,  "vrLth 
spot  announcements,  station  breaks  all  through  the  day  specially  aimed  at  the 
values  of  fan'ii  broadcasting,  especially  around  K\^TO.    Announcers  were  instructed 
to  use  farm  service  promotional  slogans  in  connection  irith  every  station  break 
throughout  the  entire  day,  scheduled  six  promotional  spots  spaced  throughout 
day,  and  use  tape  recordings  and  statements  from  national,  state,  and  local 
luminaries.  .  .  .  Carl  Meyerdirk,  IWCO,  Tulsa,  reports  that  besides  the 
courtesy  announcement  throughout  the  Bay  patting  the  Farm  Department  on  the  back, 
he  set  aside  a  special  ^5  min.  program  to  trace  the  Department's  history  \rith. 
various  persons  of  prominence  commenting  in  person  and  on  tape.  .  .Right  now 
Carl  is  planning  to  give  away  f|il,000  scholarship  to  outstanding  graduating 
senior  in  KVCO's  coverage  area.    The  money  came  from  the  Thomas  A.  Edison 
Foundation  when  KVOO  was  named  as  doing  the  best  job  of  serving  youth  during 
'57;  largely  because  of  the  Fann  Department's  work  in  youth  camps  and  recreation 
....  (To  be  Continued) 

Changes  in  Life  on  the  Farm 

How  are  farm  families  fixed  on  electricity,  riinning  water,  and  automobiles? 
What  is  the  trend  in  farm  family  living?    How  does  the  standard  of  living  vary 
in  different  parts  of  the  country?    And  under  different  forms  of  temire  and  \7lth 
the  age  of  workers?    These  are  some  of  the  questions  to  be  answered  in  the  up- 
coming March  issue  of  USDA's  "Agricultural  Marketing".    This  issue  vn.ll  also 
give  the  findings  from  a  survey  of  horaem.akers '  preferences  for  household 
fiarnishings^  irill  discuss  meat  buying;  \7ill  e:cplain  how  it  happens  that  while 
cigarette  smokers  buy  more  cigarettes  they  are  not  using  as  much  tobacco  as 
heretofore.     Marketing  specialists  i/iU  take  a  look  at  the  puzzling  question 
of  when  to  sell  dehydrated  alfalfa.    They  say  this  selling  of  dehydrated  alfalfa 
is  a  booming  business,  in  spite  of  the  headaches,    Ai"/S  has  been  busy  preparing 
a  guide  to  handling  apples  in  packinghouses.    ^That's  the  right  method  for  one 
size  packinghouse  may  not  ;/ork  so  well  for  another.    These  researchers  have 
compared  5  methods  being  used  in  1-and  2-floor  apple  handling  plants.  .   .  . 
Bill  Bennett,  WCAU,  Phi la. ,  reports  that  according  to  the  Dec. -Jan.  Nielsen 
rating,  over  a  four-week  period,  291, 600  different  families  i/atched  his  7  to  7:^'5 
"Barnyard  Almanac".    Bill  didn't  explain  what  makes  them  olfferent. 
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Arovind  the  UorlcT  in  Minutes 

The  most  global  farm  broadcast  to  come  to  our  attention  is  the  one  planned 
for  April  7  by  the  farm  dep't  of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.     Chief  Bob 
Knovles  and  his  staff  are  arranging  for  live  participation  in  a  "conference 
call"  roimdup  by  farm  leaders  of  the  British  Commonwealth.    The  "line"  'vri.ll  be 
open  for  a  full  90  minutes  on  April  h  to  allow  for  a  "warm  up"  before  taping 
the  h'^  minute  show  for  airing  on  the  7th.    Presumably  the  overseas  transmission 
will  be  via  short  wave  radio.    Participating  will  be  Herbert  Hannum,  pres.  Can. 
Fed.  of  Agr. ,  in  Ottawa;  John  Andrews^  pres.  Int.  Fed.  Ag.  Producers,  speaking 
from  new  Zealand;  Sir  James  Turner,  pres.  British  Nat'l  Farmers  Union,  London; 
and  an  Australian  yet  to  be  named.    Knowlton  Nash^  dir.  of  info,  for  the  IFAP 
here,  will  moderate  the  discussion  from  Toronto,    Topics  will  center  around 
agr'l  policies,  price  supports,  etc.,  in  the  various  countries  participating 
with,  possibly,  a  few  references  to  those  of  the  U.S.    Congratulations,  Bob,  on 
this  bit  of  enterprise. 

High  Plains  Tillage  Contest 

April  19  on  the  Bill  Tvrley  farm  in  Ford  County,  5  miles  northeast  of 
Dodge  City,  Kans.,  KGNO,  Dodge  City,  -vrLll  cooperate  with  SCS  and  Extension  in 
sponsoring  a  demonstration  of  the  latest  conservation  methods  which  have  proved 
practical  in  the  High  Plains.    They  plan  to  match  farmers  using  stubble  mulch 
plowing  equipment  with  those  using  the  more  generally  used  eq.uipment  at  this 
time.    The  match  will  be  on  land  divided  into  separate  strips  side  by  side. 
Heavy  rain  will  be  simulated  on  the  separate  strips  to  show  the  effectiveness 
of  miilch  in  protecting  the  land  from  washing.    Another  attraction  trill  be  a 
performance  economy  contest  between  tractor  manufacturers. 

Progress  Toward  Brucellosis  IJipe-Out 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Brucellosis  Committee  this  vreek  at 
Omaha,  Neb.,  USDA's  Brucellosis  Eradication  Chief,  Dr.  C.  K.  I-Iingle  declared 
the  goal  of  making  the  entire  co\xntry  Modified-Certified  Brucellosis-Free  by 
i960  is  becoming  more  realistic  all  the  time.    He  reported  that,  during  the 
past  calendar  year,  a  total  of  near  a  million  and  a  quarter  herds  and  nearly  16 
and  two-thirds  million  cattle  were  blood  tested  -  9  percent  more  herds  and  6 
percent  more  cattle  than  the  year  before.    Official  vaccinations  increased  to 
nearly  5  million  last  year,  or  about  a  million  more  than  in  '56.    He  warned, 
however,  that  the  danger  of  reinfecting  susceptible  cattle  is  still  a  serious 
threat.     Dr.  Mingle  urged  that  continued  vaccination  is  still  needed  in  most  parts 
of  the  country,  and  should  be  encouraged  and  supported  as  \n.dely  as  possible. 

Pictorial  Report  on  U.S.  Markets  Abroad 

Many  actions  are  being  taken  to  develop  new  markets  for  U.S.  farm  products 
abroad.    This  week  USDA  issued  a  report  picturing  examples  of  what  is  being  done 
to  build  markets  in  face  of  rising  tides  of  self-sufficiency  across  the  world. 
Among  these  market -building  projects  are  those  carried  out  cooperatively  vrLth 
U.S.  agricultural  and  trade  groups.    These  promotional  activities  use  foreign 
currencies  accruing  from  export  sales  of  surplus  farm  products.    Export  programs 
have  helped  move  large  amounts  of  surpluses  and  have  served  to  introduce  American 
products  to  people  around  the  world.    These  include  cash  sales  for  dollars,  sales 
for  credit,  sales  for  foreign  currencies,  foreign  aid  financing,  barter,  and 
foreign  relief  grants.    Agricultural  attaches  in  over  50  strategic  posts  provide 
a  2-way  flow  of  information,  providing  data  channeled  to  U.S.  exporters  and 
farm  groups. 


Nettings  for  ITeek  Feb.  21;- March  1 


That  Seed  Story  ifith  Halt  Davidson ;  Adm'r  of  Federal  Seed  Act,  is  still 
scheduled  to  sprout  on  Clear  Channel  stations  -  now  forecast  for  March  1  weekend. 

Russian  farm  explorer,  Claude  Mahoney,  with  CBS  Farm  News  Sat.  9:30  to 
9:^5  a.m. 

See  3'"our  local  listings,  Mon.  thru  Fri.  evenings  for  Uashington  Fam  Report 
with  IMBC's  Richard  Harkness. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  February  27:    New  Tillage  Techniques  explained 
in  nine  still  pictures. 

On  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  NBC,  Sat.  March  1,  12  to  12:30  EST, 
National  Food  Conference. 

On  the  American  Farmer  program  of  ABNetwork,  Sat.  March  1,  12:30  to  12:55 
National  Food  Conference    \rith.  quotes  from  President  Eisenhower  and  Secretary 
Benson^  plus  other  features. 

New  Recordings  for  your  Tapes 

17Q23    "IJhy  We  Must  Lick  Animal  Diseases"  -  Dr.  M,  R.  Clarkson,  Deputy  Adm'r  of 
USDA's  AR3  tells  why.  TIME:  2:kj 

18Q28    "Resistance  of  Cattle  Lice  to  Insecticides"  -  Howard  Hass  of  ARS  makes 
the  statement.'  TIME:  2:10 

National  Land  Judging  Contest 

Jack  Stratton  and  Dick  Wilson,  V.KY,  Okla,  City,  have  invited  us  to  the 
7th  annual  National  Land  Judging  Contest  May  1  and  2.    They  assure  us  it  is  a 
lot  more  glamorous  than  it  may  sound.    Last  year  35  States  took  part.  They 
think  that  this  year  they  oi:ight  to  be  calling  it  "International"  instead  of 
"National",  as  they  have  already  received  entries  from  several  foreign  countries. 
It  is  one  contest  backed  by  "all  the  agricultural  agencies".    ^-H'ers  and  FFA's, 
youngsters  and  adults,  men  and  women,  women  and  girls  take  parts  in  the  different 
Judging  teams,  national  and  international.    Some  just  come  to  learn.    The  same 
team  may  compete  in  both  Land  and  Pasture  and  Range. 

Private  Enterprise  Gains  McMillen 

During  the  past  four  years,  farm  broadcasters  have  come  to  know  and  like 
Robert  D.  McMillen,  young  and  personable  assistant  to  Sec'y  Ezra  Taft  Benson,  who 
looked  after,  among  other  things,  public  relations  matters  for  the  Secretary  and 
quite  often  accompanied  him  on  his  travels.    He  has  attended  many  gatherings  of 
farm  broadcasters,  and  has  been  extremely  helpful  on  many  occasions  such  as  Farm 
Broadcasting  Day,  and  in  arranging  meetings  of  broadcasters  with  the  Secretary 
and  also  two  l/hite  House  visits  by  NATRFD.    Today  Bob  leaves  the  government  to 
Join  the  public  relations  firm  of  Rogel,  International.     His  first  Job  will  be 
to  establish  a  Washington  office  for  the  firm.    Meanv/hile  his  desk  in  the 
Secretary's  office  will  be  manned  temporarily  by  R.  Lyle  Webster,  director  of 
USDA  information.     Before  Joining  the  Dep't,  Bob  was  Washington  correspondent 
for  Farm  Journal  magazine.    Our  best  wishes  go  with  you,  old  boy.' 


Sincerely, 


Radio     Television  Service 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 
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From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information-U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


February  28,  I950 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  Wo.  8IO 

"Food  comes  first"  -  -  It  did  just  that  here  Monday  vhen  about  a  thousand 
leaders  in  agriculture,  industry,  and  education  met  in  the  National  Food 
Conference.    The  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  spoke.  So 
did  other  organization  heads.     Nutrition  experts  stressed  the  importance  of 
eating  i/hat  we've  got  -  a  \7ide  variety  of  food  that  means  good  health.  Many 
of  the  specialists  called  for  selective  eating. 

Daily  Food  Guide  -  Food  for  Fitness 

In  his  address  to  the  Conference,  Sec'y  Benson  announced  that  the  Depart- 
ment \/ill  soon  put  out  a  nev  simplified  publication  called  "A  Daily  Food  Guide 
.  .   .Food  for  Fitness".    He  hopes  it  ^riill  improve  diets.    So  far  as  averages 
are  concerned,  he  said,  the  American  diet  already  looks  pretty  good.  He 
pointed  out,  however,  that  three  out  of  10  families  surveyed  three  years  ago 
were  short  of  calcium.    Others  were  short  on  vitamins,  minerals,  and  protein. 
The  Secretary  declared  that  nutrition  education,  accurately,  simply,  and  con- 
cisely presented,  is  imperative  to  the  nation.    He  commended  the  food  industry 
for  Its  promotional  campaigns  on  behalf  of  milk,  meat,  poultry,  ve/^etables 
and  fruits,  and  urged  them  to  keep  up  the  good  work.    He  emphasized  that  we 
still  have  a  long  way  to  go  to  bring  all  family  diets  up  to  the  recommended 
goals . 

National  Food  Reviex;- 

^  In  their  I^Iational  Food  Situation  quarterly  report,  our  marketing  specialists 
precacted  civilians  in  this  coujitry  are  likely  to  have  about  as  much  food  per 
person  this  year  as  last.    They  see  some  shifts.    Meat  a  little  below  '57  vrlth 
moderately  more  pork  offset  by  a  little  less  of  other  classes  of  meat.  More 
chicken,  as  much  turkey  per  person,  but  fewer  eggs.    Less  fresh  and  frozen  fruit 
juices,  but  about  the  same  amoujit  of  processed  vegetables  and  food  fats  and  oils. 

Soil  DanI:  Sign- Up  Report 

At  the  end  of  the  sixth  week  of  sign-up  for  spring-planted  crops  Feb.  21 
fanaers  had  offered  to  put  over  8  million  "allotment"  acres  of  upland  cotton 
spring  wheat,  corn,  rice,  and  eligible  types  of  tobacco  in  the  '58  Acreage 
Reserve  of  the  Soil  Banlc.    Through  the  middle  of  Feb.  farmers  have  offered 
nearly  2-.  million  acres  of  cropland  for  regular  contracts  xmder  the  '58 
Conservati^oja^R^^  of  the  Soil  Bank.    They  agree  to  divert  general  cropland 
from  crop  to  soil  and  ^^ter  conservation  uses,  tree  planting,  and  wildlife 

contrL'^rtr^''  ^-  ^^"^^  ^^^dline  for  signing  Conservation  Reserve 

ITX    f  L      °^Sin  this  year  is  April  I5.    They  will  get  annT^l— elrt^^i^tT- 
each  of  the  years  the  contracts  are  in  force. 
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YABBA  YABBA 

This  is  not  a  typographical  error,  it's  the  name  of  the  nev  publication  of 
the  radio  and  television  organizations  of  the  British  Coiranomrealth  of  Nations;, 
of  which  Vol.  Wo.  1,  dated  Dec.  1957^  reached  us  the  other  day  via  John  Douglass, 

It's  published  in  Sydney,  Australia,  and  has  interesting  comment  and 
pictures  dealing  -VTith  several  British  conmomrealth  countries.    The  whole  issue 
has  heavy  rural  and  agricultiiral  overtones.    The  name,  "by  the  way,  is  the 
Australian  aborigine  language  expression  for  "talk  talk''. 

Editor  John  Cockcroft  explains  that  "We  like  the  United  States  of  America's 
Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  'CHATS'.    However,  to  the 
Australian  ex-serviceman,  the  word  'Chats'  has  a  special  significance.     It  is 
also  important  in  sheep  management  in  this  country  and  indicates  a  small  insect 
of  great  importance  and  even  greater  aggravation." 

lie  don't  know  that  "Yabba  Yabba"  has  any  meaning  at  all  to  Americans  but 
it  is  certainly  reminiscent,,  to  those  of  us  over  thirty,  of  "hubba  hubba"  a 
few  years  back. 

\le  like  the  tone  of  Yabba  Yabba  and  hope  we  see  future  issues.    There's  a 
foreword  by  John  Green,  controller  of  talks  for  BBC  and  chairman  of  the  rural 
sub- committee  of  the  Commonwealth  Broadcasting  Conference.    A.  11.  Finlay,  acting 
gen'l  manager  of  the  ABC,  does  a  comprehensive  piece  of  "Farm^  Broadcasting 
Within  the  British  Commonwealth" .    Under  his  grinning  photo  Bob  Knowles  reports 
on  Canada.    Bob  is  Nat'l  Supervisor,  CBC  Farm  and  Fisheries  Dep't. 

One  item  says,  "The  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Tel.  and  Radio  Farm  Dir.  of  the  U.S.  is 
now  entering  its  15th  year.    There  are  over  600  members  of  this  organization  and 
a  recent  report  of  Mr.  Jack  Timmons,  the  past  president,  indicates  that  there 
are  over  1,000  people  broadcasting  farm  material  in  the  U.S. 

"The  European  Farm  Radio  and  Television  Association  has  members  in  all  the 
European  countries.    The  President  is  Harry  C.  Eunt  of  the  BBC. 

"It  is  known  that  there  are  50  radio  farm  directors  in  Japan  and  that  each 
year  they  hold  an  annual  conference  in  Tokyo. 

"It  is  hoped  that  if  the  publication 'Yabba  Yabba',  fulfills  its  original 
purpose,  the  British  Commonwealth  farm  broadcasters  vrill  form  an  association 
which  it  is  hoped  will  increase  the  prestige  and  influence  of  Farm  Broadcasting 
in  Commonwealth  Countries." 

We  hope  so,  too.    Congratulations,  Editor  Cockcroft. 

Send  Tapes  for  New  Recordings 


19Q28       Big  Drop  in  Forest  Fires"  -  Best  record  in  years  d-iscussed.  by  Control 
Chief,  Merle  Lowden,  Fb.  TDffi:  1:21 

20Q28      "Progress  in  Rural  Development"  -  RDP  Joe  Doherty  cites  Cmberland 

CoiAnty,  Va. ,  as  example  to  others.  TBIE:  2:00 

21Q2o      "Farmers  Big  Stake  in  Food  Conference"  -  excerpt  from  Sec'y  Benson's 

address  here  on  Feb.  24  before  Nat'l  Food  Conference.         TH/IE:  2:kO 

22Q28      "Let's  Plant  GOOD  Seed"    says  Walter  Davidson,  Adm'r  of  Federal  Seed 
Act,  who  talks  with  Jack  To\7ers  about  why  and  how  the  Act  makes  good 
seed  available.  TIME:  3:52 


Forestry  officials  pat  Smokey  Bear  on  the  back.    They  give  him  much  of  the 
credit  for  big  red.uction  in  man-caused  fires,  which  shi-uiik  to  a  new  record  low 
last  year. 
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Reports  on  Farm  Broadcasting  Day 

George  Stephens,  KCKO^  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  reports  they  kicked  off  a  Hog 
Market  Contest,  Feb.  1  with  the  Livestock  Market  Boosters  Clu"b,  to  find  the 
test  predictor  of  highest  and  lowest  top  on  KC  hog  prices  dujring  two-week 
period.    Used  I5  transcribed  statements  with  local  and  national  farm  leaders 
Jan.  31  and  Feb.  1.     In  addition  to  live  promotional  announcements  for  week 
before  FED.   .  ,  .Harold  Schmitz,  KFEQ,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  reports  I8  special 
tapes  plus  6  announcements,  and  one  hour  special  program  noon  Feb.  1  with 
taped  interviews,  spot  announcements  on  farm  and  ^i-a-day  on  other  than  regular 
farm  programs  during  week.    On  KFEQ-TV:     3-a-day  spot  announcements  week 
before,  special  15  min.  salute  to  FED  on  Feb.  1,  plus  5-man  panel  program 
plus  special  tribute  to  Smitty  and  Ralph  Melon.    C-of-C  presented  station 
certificate  for  Farm  News  Reporting  during  the  year.   .  .  .JaJce  Brofee,  UCSH, 
Portland,  Me.,  reports  10  spots  Jan.  3I,  30  spots  Feb.  1  ^d.th  material  from 
Granges,  Ext.,  and  ^i-H  leaders.    Also  special  TV  program  \r±th  State  Ag. 
official  and  from  the  field.    Tapes  by  farmers  right  on  the  farm,  etc. 
(to  be  Cont'd) 

Food  for  One  Billion  People 

Delegates  from  28  nations  in  North  America,  the  Far.  ^and  Hear  East,  and 
Europe,  who  m.ake  up  FAO's  Committee  on  Rice  Economics,  ended  their  ten-day 
meeting  here  this  week.    They  warned  that  less  rice  woiad  be  available  for  ex- 
port this  year  than  during  the  past  two  years.    Rice  is  the  staple  food  of 
over  one  billion  people,  and  importing  countries  \^rill  want  at  least  as  much 
rice  this  year  as  last  -  particvilarly  the  lower  grades  -  if  they  can  get  them 
on  the  same  terms  as  in  '57.     Supplies  of  the  lower  grades  are  down  more  than 
the  more  expensive  grades.     Bad  vreather  is  chiefly  blamed  for  the  shortage  in 
the  exploring  countries.    Ever  since  the  rice  shortage  after  the  last  world 
vrar,  Asian  countries  have  taken  more  of  other  cereals. 

Rainfall  Damage  Loans  Announce  d 

USDA  joined  this  week  with  the  Small  Business  Administration  to  announce 
three  per  cent  interest  loans  to  meet  the  emergency  needs  of  farmers  and  small 
businessmen  damaged  by  too  much  rainfall.    Final  maturity  up  to  20  years  is 
based  on  the  borrower's  ability  to  repay.    For  information  about  the  details 
see  yoiir  County  Supervisor  of  the  Farmers  Home  AcVainistration.  Monday 
President  Eisenhower  signed  the  law  making  sm.all  firms  in  608  coimties  in  1? 
states  eligible  to  apply  for  such  loans.    The  counties  designated  disaster 
areas  because  of  too  much  rainfall  are  in  Ala.,  Ark.,  Fla.,  Ga. ,  111.,  Ind. , 
Kans.,  Ky. ,  La.,  Mich.,  Minn.,  Mo.,  Okla. ,  S.  D. ,  Tenn. ,  and  Tex.  Department 
surveys  show  m^ny  farmers  \rill  need  emergency  credit  to  finance  their  '58 
operations  and  will  have  to  carry  over  sizable  debts  from  last  year's  crop. 

Great  Plains  Farmers  Go  for  Regrassing 

Yesterday  Secretary  Benson  announced  the  Great  Plains  program  is  getting 
well  under  way.    More  than  1,000  farmers  and  ranchers  either  are  starting  on 
complete  farm  and  ranch  plans  or  have  applications  aT.'aiting  action.     Sixty- six 
of  the  plans  for  faster  application  of  soil  and  v^ater  conservation  are  already 
under  way  in  seven  states.    The  average  size  vnlt  so  far  signed  up  nans  about 
the  size  generally  recognized  as  needed  for  a  fair  return  from  farming  in  the 
Great  Plains.    The  Federal  government  guarantees  cost-sharing  to  cover  conserva- 
tion work  for  three  to  ten  years.    Farmers  and  ranchers  have  shoxm  the  most 
interest  so  far  in  regrassing  practices.    There  is  also  much  interest  in  water 
conservation  practices.   .   .Ivan  Jones,  KGU-TV,  Portland,  Ore.,  looks  well  fed 
and  happy  in  the  picture  "Forestry  Digest"  carried  this  month  of  Ivan  intei^iew- 
ing  a  forester.    Picture  noted  completion  of  year  of  weekly  TV  programs. 
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In  Ansver  to  Mess  Call 

The  National  Food  Conference  on  Monday  of  this  week  (reported  elsewhere) 
liired  a  gaggle  of  farm  and  home  broadcasters  to  to\ni.    Among  them  were  C.  \J. 
Bradford,,  IJEEX,  Easton,  Pa.  ^  Herb  Plambeck,  I'JHO;,  Pes  Moines;  John  McDonald,  WSM, 
Nashville,  Bob  Miller,  mi,  Cincinnati  (Bob  is  pres.  of  NATKFD);  Frank  Atvood, 
VJTIC,  Hartford-  Norm  Kraeft,  WGN,  Chicago;  and  the  Nat'l  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
team  Milton  Bliss,  Chicago,  and  Jerrj''  Seaman,  Mlwai-iLvee.    Claude  Mahoney,  CBS, 
Washington,  naturally  took  in  the  event.    Pres.  Miller  stayed  over  for  the 
Nat'l  Conf.  on  "Foreign  Aspects  of  our  Mutual  Security"  on  Tuesday, 

Tarheel  Television  Telethon 

Beginning  6  a.m.  March  15,  N.C.  Extension  v±ll  have  its  specialists  on 
I7NCT,  Greenville,  N.C.  for  eight  continuous  hours  in  their  first  agricultural 
television  "telethon".    Seven  commodity  groups:  fmits  and  veg. ,  tobacco, 
oil  crops,  forestry,  feed  crops,  poultry  and  meat  animals;  in.ll  feature  seven 
panels  of  specialists  dujring  the  day.    Ass't  Dir.  C.  B.  Ratchford  \rill  simmarize 
and  Jim  Anderson,  Ted  Hyman  and  Hank  Uilkinson  coordinate.    0.  B.  Copeland, 
head  of  N.C.  Ext.  Information  is  in  charge  of  overall  planning.    He  says  it's 
a  lot  different  from  a  10-min.  program  and  really  quite  an  experiment.  Dick 
Stokes  is  RFD  at  WNCT.    This  irLll  most  likely  be  the  longest  farm  TV  show  on 
record.    Let  us  know  hov  it  goes,  O.B. 

Net  Schedules  Next  Week  March  3-8 

"American  Medical  Association's  Rural  Health  Conference"  and" Omaha's 


Pasture-Forage-Livestock  Conference"  reported  in  the  National  Farm  and  Home 
Hour,  on  I^IBC  Sat.  IVIarch  8,  12  to  12:30  EST. 

"CBS  Farm  News,  \r±th  Claude  Mahoney"  on  CBS,  Sat.  March  8,  9:30  to  9:h^  am. 

"Washington  Farm  Report  by  Richard  Harkness"  on  NBC  Mon.  thru  Fri. 
evenings.     (See  your  local  listings) 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  March  6:     "Conservation  Reserve  Roundup"  lo 
pictures  show  why  farmers  are  m.aking  these  Soil  Bank  deposits  in  '58. 

"Parents  Look  at  h-E^'  \rith  the  help  of  the  h-E  achievem.ent  v/inner,  two 
parents  and  Ed.  Alton,  FES,  on  the  Clear  Channel  stations  weekend  of  March  8. 

"The  Foundation  Seed  Project"  "vrith  Carleton  Garrison,  ARS,  and  the  "Energy 
Saving  Kitchen",  mth  Mildred  Howard,  ARS,  and  Layne  Beaty.     Sat.  3.2:30  to 
1:00  EST,  on  the  American  Farmer  program  of  the  ABNetwoi-k. 

U.S. -Mexico  Spanish  Border  Broadcasts 

University  of  Arizona  is  cooperating  with  radio  stations  on  both  sides  of 
the  border  to  reach  its  Spanish- Air^erican  citizens  and  neighbors  vri-th  timely 
agricultural  information  in  Spanish.     Station  KVCY,  Yujna,  ICEVT,  Tucson's 
Spanish  language  station,  and  XEKSJ,  in  Nogales,  Sonora,  are  already  cooperating 
by  using  the  15-min.  tapes  dubbed  weelvly  fox*  their  use  by  U.  of  Ariz.  Dean 
Harold  Myers  informs  us  they  hope  soon  to  add  Agua  Prieta,  south  of  Douglas. 
He  says  they  try  to  get  more  humor,  more  heme  gardner  and  household  information 
into  these  broadcasts.    This  might  be  a  good  thing  for  north  of  the  border,  too. 

Sincerely, 

/■ 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 


Radio     Television  Service 


